MINUTES - FACULTY SENATE MEETING OF SEPTEMBER 3, 1986
The meeting was called to order at 3:45 PM by Chairman David H.
Rembert, Jr. He noted that some copies of the agenda were missing
every other page and he requested that Senators share correct
copies.
I.

Approval of Minutes.

The minutes were approved as distributed.
II.

Reports of Officers.

Provost Borkowski reported on three current issues that may
be of interest to the faculty.
1.

In line with a Senate-passed recommendation
(10 July 1986) dealing with promotion stipends,
an additional $200 was added at each promotion
level. The Provost stated that the recommendation, if fully implemented, would have cut
heavily into the merit raise pool as no additional promotion monies were made available by
the State.
It is the Provost's intent to add
$100 to $200 incrementally each year for the
next five years to the promotion stipends. At
the end of this period our situation would be
reviewed and compared to that of competitive
universities.

2.

Announced that he will seek the counsel and
support of the Faculty Advisory Committee to
formulate resolutions to be put before Faculty
Senate concerning issues currently under discussion by Task Forces of the Commission on
Higher Education.
The issues in question are
products of an out-of-state consultant group
which surveyed higher education in South
Carolina. The Provost was disturbed by some
of the consultant's recommendations in that
he feels they "strike at the heart of the
rights and responsibilities of faculty to
establish standards." Examples given included
recommendations that, a) the Commission establish a statewide matriculation examination
between lower and upper divisions, b) the
Commission establish admission standards for
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all campuses, c) dev e lopm e ntal work should be
taken in the technical colleges, and d) there
be free access of credit from all technical
colleges into all state supported institutions.
The Provost felt that the senior administrative
officers at Clemson University and the College
of Charleston have similar reservations regarding these recommendations.
3.

Informed the Faculty Senate that the University
is working to get federal funding for a major
science research complex. We have by-passed
the peer review system and have worked directly
with Representative Derrick to have a $16.l
million proposal µassed in the House and sent
to the Senate Finance Committee.

The Provost then asked for questions.
Professor Tucker (SOCY) asked for an explanation of the salary
situation and the Legislature's decision concerning salaries of
unclassified employees. Borkowski reviewed the current history
of the subject and explained the Legislature's decision to implement salary changes on 1 October rather than 1 July.
He then
went on to note some of the positive factors he sees developing
in the state, including new leadership at the top, replacements
on the Commission on Higher Education, and the working together
of top administrators at some of the higher education institutions.
III.
A.

Reports of Committees.

Faculty Senate Steering Committee, Professor Silvernail,
Secretary:

Silvernail placed in nomination the name of Professor John
Herr (BIOL) to fill a three year term vacancy on Faculty Advisory
Committee. The vacancy was caused by the retirement of Professor
Carl Bauguess (PHAR).
Rembert asked for additional nominations.
at that time.
B.

There were none

Grade Change Committee, Professor Willard E. Sharp,
Chairman:

Sharp commented on the committee's annual report and noted
that 63 percent of the grade change requests were based on computational error by the instructor.
In addition, the number of grade
change requests was up 37 percent from the preceding year.
He
then moved the regular committee report.
The report was approved
as distributed.
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C.

Curricula and Courses Committee, Professor Michael
Maggiotto, Chairman:

Maggiotto announced editorial corrections in Section I.
then moved approval of Section I.

He

Professor Coolidge (HIST) moved that Section I be returned
to committee until the Department of History had a chance to
comment on the proposed program. The motion was seconded and
following a brief discussion, a voice vote was taken, and
Section I was recommitted to committee.
Maggiotto moved approval of Section II.
Section II was approved as distributed.
IV.

By voice vote,

Report of Secretary.

Silvernail reminded the Faculty Senate that the names of the
newly-elected Senators should be reported to the Faculty Senate
Office as soon as possible.

v.

Special Orders.

Rembert noted that during the July meeting of Faculty Senate
he would receive at the September meeting nominations for Secretaryelect and Chairman-elect of the Senate.
He then opened the floor
for nominations for the position of Secretary-elect.
Professor Brown (NURS) nominated Professor Richard Silvernail
(GEOG). There were no further nominations at that time.
Rembert called for nominations for Chairman-elect.
Professor Herr (BIOL) nominated Professor Rufus Fellers
(ENGR).
Professor Becker (HIST) nominated Professor Gunther Holst
( FORL) .
Th e re were no further nominations at that time. The Chairman
noted that nominations would remain open until the end of the meeting.
VI.

Unfinished Business.
None.

VII.

New Business.
None.
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VIII.

Good of the Order.

Professor Howard-Hill (ENGL) referring to the President's
address earlier in the afternoon to the General Faculty, stated
that the Faculty Welfare Committee might explore the possibility
of preparing an outline or preliminary report on the present
structure of faculty salaries.
Their output could be considered
by the Faculty Senate.
IX.

Announcements.

Professor Felix (LAWS) again requested that former Fulbright
award winners contact him for information concerning the South
Carolina Fulbright Alumni Association.
Rembert noted that the faculty should have received a memo
concerning the September 11, 1986 meeting at which the Republican
and Democratic candidates or their representatives would speak
concerning the future of higher education in South Carolina.
He
gave a report on the events that occurred between the time of the
July Senate meeting, at which a resolution was passed to invite
the candidates to speak to the general faculty, and the present.
He had heen requested by the staff of each candidate to choose a
date, and he chose 11 September. This was done in July. At that
time there appeared to be no conflict.
Representative Campbell
will speak at 3 PM and a representative of Lt. Governor Daniel
will speak at 3:30 PM.
Rembert then called for further nominations for the Faculty
Advisory Committee vacancy, there were none, and Professor Herr
was declared elected.
Rembert called for further nominations for Secretary-elect,
there were none, and Professor Silvernail was declared elected.
Rembert called for further nominations for Chairman-elect,
there were none, and he declared nominations were closed and the
election would be held at the October meeting of the Faculty
Senate.
There was no further business.
at 4:27 PM.
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The meeting was adjourned

